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Dear parents and carers
On behalf of all of us in Wellsway Multi Academy Trust I would
like to wish you and your family a very happy Christmas. We hope
that you are able to enjoy the holiday in the way you have
planned.
In this final newsletter of 2020, I would like to pay tribute to the children and young
people across our family of schools who have been remarkable in their attitudes and
efforts since returning to school full time in September. They have been patient,
thoughtful and understanding – a credit to their families and a lesson to us all. They
have had to cope with a great many changes and uncertainties and they have done
so with fortitude and resilience. Their schools, and the Trust, are very proud of them
and we hope they get a good break over the holiday.
Despite the restrictions, our schools have managed to retain a good many of their
Christmas traditions and have turned to the WMAT YouTube channel in some
instances to record Christmas shows and Nativity plays. I am certainly looking
forward to watching these at the end of the week and getting into the Christmas
spirit. All our schools have enjoyed their Christmas lunch, taken this year in
classrooms and bubbles of course. My thanks go to our excellent catering team –
ZEST – for making sure this particular tradition could go ahead.
Since September our guiding principles as a trust have been to keep our schools
open and our staff and pupils safe and happy. It has been very important to keep
school as normal as possible for the children, at a time of unprecedented challenge. I
would like to thank all the staff in our schools and Trust teams who have done just
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this and have supported one another, not just in their school but across the Trust. It
is at times of challenge that we really appreciate the support of our friends and
family, and the support we have gained from working together as a family of schools
has made a huge difference.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all our parents and carers for your
support, patience and understanding. We have been overwhelmed by the many
messages of support and thanks received across our schools and hope we have
been able to resolve issues quickly for people when they have arisen. The light at
the end of the tunnel is getting brighter but we know we still have some months
ahead of us and we will need to remain vigilant and careful in the meantime. The
partnership between parents/carers and schools has never been as important as it is
now and it is up to all of us to make sure it remains strong and mutually supportive.
It is very much in this spirit that I want to share with you the Thank a Teacher Card
Campaign, run by the Teaching Awards Trust. Any pupil, parent/carer or member of
the public can show their appreciation for those education staff working in schools
and colleges by sending them a free card and personal message. In the lead-up to
Christmas, it would be lovely to see as many WMAT teachers and staff as possible
receiving thank-you messages from pupils, parents/carers and others after an
incredibly challenging year. If you wish you can send a free thank-you e-card to
teachers and education staff using the link.
Finally, I really hope you enjoy the holidays and keep safe and well. Here’s to a
much better 2021!
With thanks and best wishes,
Andrea Arlidge,
Chief Executive
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**IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
CONTACT TRACING DURING THE HOLIDAY**
We have been asked by the government to continue monitoring, and responding to,
confirmed cases of Covid-19 up to midday on December 24th. If your child tests
positive in the six days after the end of term, up to and including, midday on
December 24th, you should notify her/his school using the electronic report form on
the school website. During this period, we will follow the normal process of working
with public health colleagues to identify those individuals who were close contacts in
the 48 hours prior to the onset of symptoms (or the test if there were no symptoms).
If your child is identified as a close contact of a positive case during this period you
will be contacted by email and she/he will be advised to isolate for ten days.
You will not be required to notify the school in the period after midday December
24th to January 3rd and the link to the email form will be removed from school
websites during this time. The process of notification will re-start on January 4th.
Thank you for your support; we are doing all we can to keep your child, school staff
and the wider community safe.

Keeping in touch across the generations
Children at St John's
usually visit Charlton House
every year as part of our
intergenerational
partnership. Sadly, this year
the children have not been
able to visit. But that wasn’t
going to stop our keen Year
6s doing everything they
could to make Christmas
special for the residents of Charlton House - they
have been busy creating handmade Christmas cards,
which have been delivered to Charlton House.
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Emergency decorations
Following a request from Keynsham ambulance station,
Mrs Yeoman and a team of children from St John’s have
enjoyed making some sparkly Christmas decorations
that have been delivered to the ambulance station. Well
done to all who took part.

Follow the Advent trail
A new window display has been appearing daily since December 1 in a different
location in Keynsham (including one outside St John’s Primary School). Each display
will be lit up every evening (5-8pm) from the day it appears until January 4, 2021.
The final display, at St John’s Church on Christmas Eve, will be a nativity scene
created by children from the school. Pictures of displays will be on St John’s Church
Facebook page. For a map, activity sheets and more details please see St John's
Church website.

Play is the universal language of childhood

Key Stage 1 children at Chandag Infant School have shown that they know how to
talk the talk and walk the walk when exploring their new Play Pod provision. It has
been such a joy to observe the children exploring their own interests, collaborating,
respecting others, and simply having so much fun exploring the loose parts! We are
already seeing huge benefits from this new provision and can't wait to see how it has
a wider impact on children's social emotional development as the school year
unfolds. Thank you to our amazing PTA who have funded this for the children. This
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is what two of our Yr2 children had to say about their experiences so far...
"I think the Play Pod is amazing because you get to use the suitcases and pretend to
go on your holidays to America but you're really just in Keynsham"
"You can play with so many things and with the little loose parts we made a city, we
also made a giant Jenga game which was so much fun"
These pictures also showcase how much the children have loved the limitless
opportunities given by their new Play Pod.

Chandag Infants’
Christmas round-up
Thank you to Zest catering team for three days of
delicious Christmas dinners. Children enjoyed
making Christmas hats and placemats to make the
hall festive for the their special lunch. We also would
like to thank, Waitrose, The Talbot pub, Haywards at
the Grasmere and IJ McGill for donating the
crackers, aprons and table cloths.
All year group bubbles made some very beautiful
decorations for the school Christmas tree. They
came into the hall and sang carols and did the big
count down to switch on the tree lights.

Thank you to the PTA who kindly donated the Christmas tree this year.
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A virtually Silent Night

It has been a busy but very special time for
Chandag Infants in the build-up to the
Christmas holidays. All the classes have
been learning and performing Christmas
carols with Makaton signing. Kingfisher class
proudly represented the school as part of the
virtual Keynsham Winter Festival. They
performed Silent Night, first in English, then in German and finished off with a
beautiful verse using Makaton sign only. A huge team effort from Year 2 staff,
children, and their families to produce something so magical. You can watch the
Keynsham’s virtual Winter Festival on YouTube.
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Jumpers for joy at Cheddar Grove

Cheddar Grove School have been getting into the festive mood with children
attending a Christmas dinner and supporting Christmas Jumper Day. The children
have also been busy completing some great end of term projects.

Year 6: Anderson Shelter D&T project

Year 5: Writing Newspaper Reports
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Year 4 Pictures inspired by Janice Sylvia Brock

#

Year 3: Castle D&T Project

Year 2: Science - Materials Experiment
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Year 1- Posting letters to Father Christmas

Naughty Elf

A busy Term 2 at Wansdyke Primary
While much learning at Wansdyke has focused on catching up from the summer,
everyone has worked hard to try to maintain a balanced curriculum. Everyone in our
school is so proud of the way the children have embraced new ways of learning
within their bubbles, across the curriculum. These are just some examples from the
past few weeks.

Visiting author
Year 5 had a very exciting ‘visitor’ in their
class this term. The children enjoyed reading
the book, Cosmic so much that they wrote to
the author telling him what they thought. As a
result, Frank Cottrell-Boyce then offered to
‘visit’ the class via Zoom to meet and talk
about being an author.
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Reading Gladiators
We have had to double our Year 6
‘Reading Gladiators’ group after school
because of demand. This term they have
read books including: A Way Past Winter
by Kirin Milwood Hargrave, Skellig by
David Almond and Journey to Jo’burg by
Beverley Naidoo. Some of the children
were so inspired by the last book that they did
their own research on civil rights and wanted to include these discussions
within their history lessons.

A visit to the post box

Year 2 pupils have been learning about letters. Having prepared and addressed their
letters, they then went to post them in the local post box. The children's letters to
their families told them about the books they have enjoyed reading in school. The
children were very excited to go to the post box and send their letters.
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Science: opening a world of discovery
Children in Year 6 have found their
learning about the circulatory system
fascinating, with many of them
challenging themselves to try to
remember the journey that blood takes
around the body. One boy treated
everyone to the journey (which he had
learned off by heart) in a whole school assembly.
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Year 5 science
Year 5 children have been learning about
chemical reactions and had fantastic fun
when they mixed vinegar with bicarbonate of
soda and were amazed to see the balloons
inflate. The looks on their faces indicated
what a memorable experience it was.

Christmas Jumper Day

Last Friday all children loved wearing their Christmas jumpers into school and we
were delighted to raise money for Save the Children at the same time.

We wish everyone a wonderful, peaceful and safe
Christmas and happy New Year!
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South West Carols
Children in Saltford's Reception classes were invited by Bath & Wells Church
Diocese to take part in a special Nativity event organised by South West Carols. The
children were excited to act out part of the nativity story to a narration. This was
produced and filmed in our school hall by Mrs Browne and the Reception teachers
and staff, following all Covid-related safety procedures.
You can watch the youngest Saltford children in action in action on YouTube.
This whole event was a celebration of all the good things that take place at this
wonderful time of year and the reasons why we celebrate. It included a great
selection of high-quality musical performances from diverse artists and participation
from schools all over the South West. The nativity was streamed on Saturday and
Sunday December 5th and 6th and is now available to watch on YouTube.

Christmas production videos
Our Christmas productions are an important part of Christmas at Saltford school and
many former pupils tell us how fondly they remember their plays and songs. So, we
adapted this year and have produced some Christmas videos instead so that we can
share with families some of the great performing talents that are revealed at this time
of year.
EYFS/KS1 performed the comic Nativity tale of 'The Very Hopeless Camel' in two
groups to allow everyone their moment in the spotlight while meeting social
distancing requirements. KS2 created a magical journey of 'Christmas Around the
World', taking in the songs and traditions of Germany, Mexico, Australia, Sweden,
Russia and Japan.
We are very grateful to Ollie Weaver from our Trust central team who came in to film
some of the sequences and who compiled EYFS/KS1 Nativity videos. Thanks also to
Mr Styles for writing the Y6 script and doing the green screen magic to bring the
whole journey together.
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Spreading seasonal cheer
There's a very festive feeling in the air around Saltford school as we enjoy our
Christmas activities. We received a letter of thanks from the chairman of the
Keynsham Food Bank for our donations through the Reverse Advent Calendar
scheme, where children brought in a donation through Advent, rather than receiving
a gift each day. On Friday December 11, we had our Christmas dinner and were
delighted to see so many children wearing their Christmas jumpers in support of
Save the Children. After dinner, children in FS/KS1 were treated to some traditional
Christmas party games in their class groups and KS2 enjoyed fun Christmas
activities provided by the teachers. It has been great to get out into our school
garden too, for the special Advent Nature Trail which was set up by Reverend Daile.

The Meadows version of Nativity movie!

We are so proud of our Reception and Year 1 and 2 children at The Meadows who
had their nativity filmed ready for our virtual performance that will be shared with
parents and carers on Friday. We are also looking forward to our KS2 virtual
performance.
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Students vie for leadership roles

Earlier this month students at SBL voted in a Year Group Leader election. Following
the successful election of their Year 11 Student Principals and Vice Principals, they
were keen to appoint inspiring and energetic leaders in Years 7-10.
Forty candidates put themselves forward and all were introduced to students during
tutor times along with their ideas for further improving SBL Academy.
Students then went to the polls with all voting happening online. The successful
candidates will be announced through a celebratory video in the last week of term.
SBL are immensely proud of their students, their humility, enthusiasm and
willingness to help.

Could you make a difference?
The growth of our Trust means we need more inspirational and professional people
to join our dedicated and passionate staff team. If you are planning your next career
move, and think you could help make a difference for our students, please take a
look at the vacancies across the WMAT.
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